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Discovery session: Anglo Saxon Art & Culture 
A gallery based session led by V&A museum educators 
 

  
 

The Milton Brooch, Unknown, 600-700 © Victoria and Albert Museum, London 

Key Stage: 
KS2 
 
Galleries visited:  

 Medieval & Renaissance, Room 8, Level 0  
 
Topics and themes: 

 Anglo Saxon art & culture 
 History and Art & Design links 

 
Summary: 
Go on a journey through time to investigate what the Anglo-Saxon objects in the 
Museum tell us about people living in Britain over a thousand years ago. We will focus on 
a selection of secular and sacred objects to explore the design of luxury goods, trade 
routes and the transition from Pagan to Christian society. Pupils will get the chance to 
design their own brooch inspired by the objects they have seen.  
 
National Curriculum Links: This session will contribute to learning about the following: 
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History 
 Anglo-Saxon invasions, settlements and kingdoms: place names and village life  
 Anglo-Saxon art and culture  
 Christian conversion – Canterbury, Iona and Lindisfarne  

 
Art & Design 

 to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, 
experiences and imagination 

 to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, 
texture, line, shape, form and space 

 about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the 
differences and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and 
making links to their own work. 

 
Follow up activities:  

 In pairs, plan a short dialogue between two figures (animal, person or plant) 
which you saw on the Ruthwell cross. Are they 
chatting/arguing/gossiping/planning? What would they have seen when the 
original cross was new?  

 Write up your conversation as a story to help explain to others what you learnt 
about Anglo Saxon times.  

 
Booking Information:  
Available: Monday-Friday  
Cost: FREE 
Timing: 10.30, 11.45 & 13.00 
Capacity: Maximum 30 students per session 
Book now: 020 7942 2211 
 

 


